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iPetosep  Mural  Bistrict  Council. 

MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  ANNUAL  REPORT 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1940  : 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  21st  Annual  Report  on  the 
Public  Health  and  Sanitary  Administration  of  your  district. 

This  report  is  brief  and  is  according  to  instructions  received  from 
the  Ministry  of  Health  in  their  circular  2314  dated  March  26th,  1941. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  WILSON, 

18  Victoria  Road,  Salisbury.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Population — Census  1931  :  14,292 
Population — Estimated  Mid.  1940 — 15,060. 

Area,  75,828  Acres 
Rateable  Value  :  £90,588 
Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  :  £390  0  0 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  as  shown  by  Rate  Books  end  of  1940  : 
3,751. 


Births,  1940.  Male. 
Live  155 

Still  2 


Female.  Total. 

133  288  (12  Illegitimate) 

2  4(0  Illegitimate) 


Birth  Rate,  1940. 
Live  19.1 

Still  0.26 


England  and  Wales 
Live  14.6 

Still  0.55 


Birth  Rate  Average  last  10  years  18.6 

England  and  Wales  „  ,,  10  ,,  14.9 

Deaths  :  Males,  105.  Females  79.  Total,  184. 

Death  Rate  (1940)  12.4  Average  last  10  years  11.4 

England  and  Wales  ,,  14.3  ,,  „  10  „  12.2 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  :  Males  6 

Females  6.  Total,  12. 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  Live  Births)  40.5  (1940) 

England  and  Wales  55.0  ,, 

Infantile  Mortality  Average  last  10  years  46.9  ,, 

England  and  Wales  ,,  ,,  10  ,,  55.6  ,, 

The  AREAL  COMPARABILITY  FACTOR  1.02. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total 

deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

41  (10  Mil). 

35 

0 

Diphtheria 

6 

6 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

15  (1  Mil). 

2  (1  Mil). 

0 

Erysipelas 

5  (1  Mil). 

1 

0 

Measles  ... 

168  (6  Mil). 

2 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

13 

0 

0 

Cerebro-Sninal  Fever  33  (19  Mil). 

32 

3 

Poliomyelitis  ... 

1 

1 

0 

Scarlet  Fever.  41  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  and  of  these 
10  were  by  the  Military  authorities.  They  were  equally  distributed 
during  the  whole  of  the  year,  only  May  and  December  being  without 
notifications.  They  were  sporadic  cases  and  in  no  instance  became 
epidemic. 

Diphtheria.  Six  cases  were  notified,  the  first  on  July  31st,  and  the 
last  on  October  26th  ;  two  cases  were  mother  and  child  and  the  others 
all  sporadic.  The  death  was  in  a  girl  notified  to  me  in  another  district, 
but  belonging  to  Pewsey,  she  was  admitted  to  Marlborough  Isolation 
Hospital. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia.  Two  cases  were  notified  and  both  recovered 
after  treatment  at  home. 

Pneumonia.  15  cases  were  notified,  one  of  these  being  Military, 
none  of  these  died  and  of  the  deaths  given  by  the  Registrar  General 
two  lobar  pneumonias  had  not  been  notified  to  me  (one  being  a  coroners 
verdict  after  P.M.)  three  were  internal  transfers  and  the  remainder  were 
non  notifiable  types. 

Erysipelas.  Of  the  five  cases  notified  one  was  military  and  call 
for  no  comment. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough.  Measles  was  prevalent  during 
the  whole  of  the  year  after  the  first  three  months  while  the  few  cases 
of  whooping  cough  were  equally  distributed  throughout  the  year. 
No  cases  of  whooping  cough  and  only  two  of  measles  were  admitted 
to  Hospital  ;  the  death  from  measles  was  nursed  at  home.  This  only 
applies  to  civilian  cases  as  I  believe  all  non-civilians  are  admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever.  Of  the  33  cases  notified  19  were  among 
non-civilians  concerning  which  I  know  nothing  except  that  they  were 
all  admitted  to  Hospital,  and  I  do  not  know  now  many  died.  Among 
the  civilians  the  first  arose  on  January  29th  and  the  last  was  notified 
on  April  2,4th  and  except  for  four  sporadic  cases  notified  by  the  Military 
no  further  case  arose. 


Of  the  purely  civilian  cases  all  were  admitted  to  Hospital  except  one 
and  she  died  the  same  day  as  the  disease  was  diagnosed,  the  other 
female  death  was  in  a  child  age  3  admitted  to  Hospital. 

The  male  death  was  in  a  man  aged  65  who  was  admitted  to  a  nursing 
home  where  the  diagnosis  was  made  and  who  at  the  same  time 
was  suffering  from  diabetes.  Two  further  notified  cases  died  in  Hospi¬ 
tal,  one  a  child  age  18  months  was  signed  up  as  meningitis  and  the 
other  a  girl  age  22  as  pneumococcal  meningitis. 

Polio-Myelitis.  One  case  was  notified  during  the  year,  a  girl  age 
8  and  she  was  admitted  to  Hospital  where  she  remained  for  a  long  time 
in  an  “  Iron  Lung.” 

Tuberculosis.  23  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  of  whom 
two  died  before  the  end  of  the  year.  10  deaths  were  registered  all 
except  one  having  previously  been  notified  to  me  while  that  one  had 
probably  been  notified  in  the  district  in  which  it  died. 

The  Notifications  were  : — 


Male  Pulm. 

1 

between 

15-20 

2  between  20-25 

1 

» 

25-35 

1 

»> 

35-45 

Female  Pulm 

1 

15-20 

3 

>> 

20-25 

2 

n 

25-35 

1 

)  J 

35-45 

1 

>> 

45-55 

Male  Non.  P. 

1 

under 

1  yr. 

4 

between 

5-10 

2 

*  y 

10-15 

Female  N.  P. 

2 

J) 

1-  5 

1 

>> 

10-15 

Deaths  were  : — 

Male  Pulm. 

1 

between 

20-25 

2 

over  65 

Female  Pul. 

1 

>> 

35-45 

2  between  45-55 

M.  Non.  Pul. 

1 

>> 

1-  5 

1 

>> 

10-15 

F.  Non.  Pul. 

2 

» 

1-  5 

Water  Supply. 

No  extentions  of  water  mains  have  been  made  to  the  water  supplies 
of  Ludgershall  or  Pewsey.  Both  are  now  (August  1941)  chlorinated. 

Frequent  Bacteriological  examinations  have  given  satisfactory 
results. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

A  number  of  premises  have  been  connected  to  the  Pewsey  sewers 
during  the  year,  but  there  still  remains  a  number  to  be  connected. 
The  work  of  making  the  connections  has  been  considerably  impeded 
by  the  shortage  of  labour  and  the  restrictions  on  the  use  of  building 
materials. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

A  number  of  conversions  from  E.C.’s  to  W.C.’s  have  been  effected 
in  various  parts  of  the  District,  but  with  the  exception  of  the  new 
connections  to  the  Pewsey  Sewers,  all  have  been  carried  out  voluntarily. 

Public  Cleansing. 

Despite  the  additional  work  imposed  on  the  workmen  as  a  result  of 
the  Council’s  Salvage  activities,  the  general  collection  of  house  refuse 
has  been  maintained.  The  service  provides  for  a  weekly  collection 
in  the  Parishes  of  Pewsey,  Ludgershall,  and  Tidworth  and  fortnightly 
collections  for  the  remainder  of  the  District. 

The  Council’s  workman  effects  the  periodical  cleansing  of  a  number 
of  sewer  ditches. 

Milk  Supplies. 

Periodical  inspections  are  made  of  all  milk  producing  premises  and 
the  sampling  of  Designated  Supplies  is  being  done  on  behalf  of  the 
County  Council. 

145  Samples  were  taken  during  the  year. 

Legal  Action. 

Proceedings  were  taken  against  two  persons  for  giving  toys  in  ex¬ 
change  for  rags  in  contravention  of  Sec.  154  P.H.A.  1936.  This  case 
was  heard  at  Pewsey  and  a  fine  of  £5  imposed  in  each  case. 

Proceedings  were  also  taken  in  another  case  where  an  old  builders 
hut  had  been  converted  into  a  dwelling  house.  Charges  were  made 
under  the  Housing  Acts  for  overcrowding  and  under  the  Byelaws  for 
not  notifying  “  Change  of  User.”  The  former  charge  was  dismissed 
and  a  fine  of  £1  imposed  in  respect  of  the  offence  under  the  Byelaws. 

Housing. 

Formal  action  under  the  Housing  Acts  has  been  greatly  restricted, 
but  a  Housing  survey  was  commenced  during  the  year  and  351  houses 
were  inspected. 

3  Demolition  Orders  were  made. 

1 1  houses  were  rendered  fit  after  informal  action. 

Overcrowding. 

Evacuation  and  the  billeting  of  Service  personnel  has  so  absorbed 
housing  accommodation  in  the  District  that  the  standards  for  over¬ 
crowding  laid  down  by  the  Housing  Acts  can  no  longer  be  applied.  It 
is  impossible  to  obtain  a  true  picture  of  the  overcrowding  in  the  District 
with  the  existing  staff. 

Proceedings  against  an  owner  for  permitting  premises  to  become 
overcrowded  was  dismissed  by  the  Ludgershall  Court. 


SANITARY 

INSPECTION 

OF  THE 

DISTRICT. 
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Nuisances  ... 

120 

30 

15 

— 

15 

— 

15 

Slaughter¬ 
houses  . . . 

641 

16 

16 

Knackers’ 

Y  ards  . . . 

28 

3 

3 

Places  where  d 
food  is  pre- 

>  64 

11 

9 

9 

1 

pared  . . . 
Cowsheds  . . .  | 
Dairies  and 

>369 

24 

15 

9 

Milkstores 
Tents,  Vans, 
Sheds,  etc. 

9 

9 

9 

9 

Bakehouses 

27 

3 

2 

— 

2 

— 

1 

Butcher’s 

Shops 

201 

15 

3 

— 

3 

— 

8 

Totals 

1459 

111 

49 

— 

38 

— 

53 

Not  classified  above 

Housing  Inspections  (see  Housing)  . 

Infectious  Disease  visits  . 

Visits  to  Factories 

Unclassified  visits  and  inspections — water  samples, 
drain  testing,  refuse  collection,  byelaws,  etc. 


97 

48 

23 

690 


Total  Number  of  Visits 


2,317 


162 

69 

0 

2 


Milk  and  Dairies,  etc. 

Number  of  Wholesale  Producers  registered  (1940)  . 

,,  Retail  Purveyors  registered  (1940)  . 

„  Certificates  issued  (Producers)  during  1940 
„  Certificates  issued  (Retailers)  during  1940 

Meat  and  Foods. 

All  the  killing  is  now  done  at  a  central  Government  Slaughterhouse 
This  facilitates  inspection,  and  a  ccmparision  of  the  condemnation 
figures  indicates  the  advantages  of  centralised  killing,  the  increase  in 
the  amount  of  meat  condemned  is  due,  in  no  small  measuie,  to  the 
fact  that  every  animal  killed  for  food  is  now  inspected.  This  additional 
inspection  has  involved  a  large  amount  of  work,  but  value  of  this  work 
more  than  compensates  for  the  additional  effort. 

Number  of  Comdemnations .  ^  3 

Weight  of  meat  condemned  .  .  .  .  .  13651  lbs. 


TOTAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH, 


Causes  of  Death. 

M. 

F. 

Causes  of  Death. 

M. 

F. 

All  Causes 

10.3 

79 

Appendicitis 

..  1 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

Other  digest,  diseases 

4 

2 

Cerebrospinal  Fever 

1 

2 

Nephritis  . . 

3 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

Puerp.  and  postabort,  sepsis 

Whooping  Cough 

Other  maternal  causes 

Diphtheria 

1 

Premature  birth  .  . 

,  , 

2 

Tuberc.  of  Respir.  syst.  . . 

3 

3 

Cong.  malf.  birth  inj.  Inf 

dis.  4 

2 

Other  form  of  Tuberc. 

2 

2 

Suicide 

, 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

2 

2 

Road  Traffic  Act  . . 

3 

Influenza 

3 

Other  violent  causes 

3 

Measles 

1 

All  other  causes 

9 

7 

Ac.  Polio-myelitis  and  Enceph. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under 

1  year— 

Ac.  Inf.  Enceph. 

Total 

..  6 

6 

Cancer  of  b.  cav;  and 

Legitimate  . . 

6 

5 

oesoph  (M.)  3 

Illegitimate  . . 

1 

uterus  (F) 

Live  Births 

Cancer  of  stomach  and 

For  Birth-rate 

duodenum 

4 

Total 

..  155 

133 

Cancer  of  breast 

Legitimate 

..  147 

129 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  .  . 

6 

3 

Illegitimate  . . 

8 

4 

Diabetes  . . 

1 

1 

For  Inf.  Mort.-rate 

Intra.  cran.  vase,  lesions 

5 

8 

Total  . . 

160 

136 

Heart  disease 

32 

28 

Legitimate 

.  .  152 

132 

Other  dis.  of  circ.  syst.  . . 

3 

2 

Illegitimate  . . 

8 

4 

Bronchitis 

2 

3 

Stillbirths 

Pneumonia 

5 

8 

Total 

..  2 

2 

Other  Resp.  diseases 

2 

Legitimate 

2 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  &  duod  enum  2 

Illegitimate  . . 

Diarrhoea  under  two  years 

1 

1 

Population 

..  15,060 

